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Iran – Wild Persia 
 

A Greentours Itinerary 

 

Days 1 & 2 

The Alborz Mountains 
 

An evening departure from the UK see’s us arriving into Tehran early the next morning. 

You then have the option of some rest and a little culture in the city or a daytrip up in 

the snowy Alborz. The main Chalus road rises to around 3000m and along it we'll find 

a mix of montane birds hopefully including both Lammergeier and Wallcreeper! 

 

Days 3 - 7   

The Persian Gulf including Hormoz Island, the Hara National Park, 

Minab and Genow Mountain 
 

Although November the Persian Gulf has a decidedly tropical feel to it and the 

resident bird life emphasises this with many of the species being of Indian origin. The 

gaudy Indian Roller and brilliant Little Green Bee-eater are two of the commonest 

roadside birds. In acacia-lined wadis and palmeries we can find Purple Sunbirds, 

White-cheeked Bulbuls and Indian Silverbills. Lime Swallowtail and Plain Tiger are 

attracted to red hibiscus flowers. Semi-deserts host many species of wheatear 

including both Eastern Pied and Hume's Wheatears, while silvery African Rock Martins 

hawk overhead. Down on the shore are abundant Terek Sandpipers and both 

Greater and Lesser Sandplovers. Arab dhows are still built in the traditional manner 

along this coast - the mud flats just offshore from the boat yards are ideal places to 

look for Pond Herons, Great White Egrets and Socotra Cormorant. We'll take a couple 

of boat trips into the wonderful Hara National Park where all manner of waterbirds are 

found from Great Stone Plovers to Crab Plovers. Loggerhead Turtles and even Black 

Finless Porpoises appear from time to time but it is another mammal, the endangered 

Dugong, that we're particularly looking for. Just inland the mountains rise rapidly into 

the Zagros. These are home to raptors such as Tawny Eagle, White-eyed Buzzard and 

Barbary Falcon, and at this season their ranks will be swollen with migrants and winter 

visitors including a variety of buzzards, harriers and eagles. Steppe and Imperial 

Eagles are very common and Lesser Spotted and Spotted and occasional Golden 

are seen too. Before the day really warms up they sit roosting in trees no more than 

ten feet tall. Each tree may have several 'inert' eagles, so photography, needless to 

say, is quite straightforward! Reptiles include Large-tailed Rock Agamas and 

Blanford’s Semaphore Gecko. 
 

Eastwards from Bandar we pass open semi-desert where we can find Desert Larks, 

Hoopoe Larks and Long-billed Pipits, Red-tailed Wheatears and the perky little Scrub 

Warbler. The Indian Sand Lark and Sind Pied Woodpecker inhabit sparsely wooded 

wadis where we'll see butterflies such as Blue Spotted and Large Salmon Arabs, 

Leaden Ciliate Blue and several 'silverlines'. Irrigated areas are a magnet to migrants 
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both big and small and where-ever there's greenery we'll find the White-breasted 

Kingfisher on the alert for more insect prey. Well before we reach Minab we'll 

probably come across women by the roadside wearing the most outlandish masks. 

This must be one of the strangest customs and indeed costumes to survive into this 

modern age. It is the 'borqa', an inflexible face mask worn by Bandari women. 

Apparently nothing to do with religion, rather a fashion accessory dating back to 

Portuguese times. Red masks are the fashion around Minab but elsewhere we'll find 

gold ones and even strangely hawkish black ones! Minab's market is an extraordinary 

experience as a lot of the merchandise is unrecognisable to us. Leaves to make 

poultices, neem bark for teeth cleaning, some scary looking medicines and even 

adzes that would have been top of the range more than a thousand years ago! 
 

We’ll cruise across the blue waters of the Persian Gulf in a speed boat on the half-

hour journey to the magical island of Hormoz - a real Sinbad-the-Sailor sort of place. 

Pods of Plumbeous (Indo-Pacific Humpback) Dolphins are a frequent sight. Behind 

the old red Portuguese fort is a contorted landscape of outrageously lurid rock 

formations. Pure white salt deposits burst from rocks of darkest crimson, glittering black 

mica sits cheek by jowl with saffron yellow or green layers - the effect is incredible 

under the dazzlingly blue sky. On the village's breakwaters we can sort through Lesser 

Crested and Swift Terns which obligingly sit side by side. Western Reef Herons hunt in 

the shallows over which Ospreys fish. As we follow the island's only road we'll see 

Desert and Eastern Pied Wheatears and look for migrants such as Radde's Accentor 

and Isabelline Shrike. Goitred Gazelle watch us from rocky pinnacles or graze on 

sparse zizyphus bushes while overhead Brown-necked Ravens soar.  

 

Day 8 

To Shiraz 
 

The journey to Shiraz takes us past Mt Genow's hot springs where aquamarine water 

courses down an outlet channel from the baths and into a pretty little oasis. Onward 

we pass over the Zagros and through semi-deserts. Always the scenery will be 

spectacular and we will stop occasionally to sample the local wildlife. 

 

Day 9 

Lake Maharlu 
 

Set in a wide valley bordered by steep-sided mountains, Lake Maharlu is a serenely 

beautiful place. The reflection of the pastel cinnamon and purple mountains in the 

lake is near perfection in the clear mountain air. In autumn and winter perhaps a 

quarter of a million waders and waterfowl use the lake as a feeding ground. Black-

winged Stilts, White-tailed Plovers and Wood Sandpipers throng the shore and 

beyond are hordes of ducks and geese including Ruddy Shelduck and White-

headed Duck. Bimaculated and Short-toed Larks feed in the fields by Barmshur Spring 

and we shall look for Bluethroats, Radde's Accentors, crakes and various migrants in 

the reeds. 
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Day 10 

Persepolis & Bamu National Park 
 

Less than an hour's drive from Shiraz lies Persepolis, the ruined summer capital of the 

Achaemenian Empire. This magnificent complex was started around 2500 years ago 

by Darius the Great. Burnt to the ground by Alexander the Great, the site was only 

rediscovered during the 1930's. Set at the base of a high hill, in which the tombs of 

Artaxerxes I and III have been hewn in spectacular fashion, the palace dominates a 

fertile agricultural plain. Great pillars and stair cases litter the huge pedestal on which 

the palace was built and the carvings which adorn much of palace are of the 

highest quality depicting various tribes and races bringing tribute to the ancient rulers 

of Persia. Mythical beasts are well represented with some excellent Homas (a beast 

with an eagle head) and many double-headed bulls and horses. Some fabulous 

carvings of lions devouring bulls are found throughout the complex and Darius can 

be seen killing a winged lion with his sword. Around the tombs can be found a variety 

of wheatears including Red-tailed, Hume's, Black-eared and Mourning, and pink 

Colchicum persicum will now be in flower. We’ll make an optional evening visit to 

nearby Bamu National Park where the rangers will take us looking for mammals after 

dark. Goitred Gazelle are common and we’ll also see Wild Boar, Rueppell’s Foxes and 

hopefully Striped Hyena, seen on our last visit. 

 

Days 11 & 12 

Lake Baghtegan 
 

East of Shiraz are the famous vineyards which now produce grapes for export. We 

pass the remains of caravanserais, some of them only recently fallen into disuse, 

before reaching Lake Baghtegan. This is a fantastic area for birds and indeed in the 

remoter regions of this national park there are still Wolves, Leopard, Bears and 

Caracal. White-tailed Plovers feed on wet arable fields whilst Pied Kingfishers sit in 

groups on wires and Pallid and Marsh Harriers quarter the fields. In the Zagros the 

pistachio and almond woodlands harbour Syrian Woodpecker, Sombre Tit and Plain 

Leaf Warbler. Nomadic Ghashgha'i shepherds tend their flocks on rocky slopes 

inhabited by Finsch's Wheatears and Eversmann's Redstarts. 

 

Days 13 & 14 

Arjan 
 

Before our evening flight to Tehran we'll explore the 'Asmari' Limestone escarpments 

and lakes of the Arjan Protected Area where immense cliffs rise from date gardens of 

the southern coastal zone up through oak woodlands to the alpine zone. Fabulously 

rich in birds and mammals it was home to the Asiatic Lion until the 1940s. Arjan Lake 

seems to specialise in large birds. Aside from abundant Imperial Eagles there are 

groups of Dalmatian Pelicans, Common Cranes and Greater Flamingo. Vast flocks of 

ducks and geese contain rarer species such as Lesser White-fronted Goose. In the 
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evening of Day 13 we’ll fly back to Tehran and after a night there fly back to the 

UK/Europe morning of Day 14. 

 

or… 

 

Isfahan Extension 
 

Days 13 - 17 

Isfahan 
 

In the evening of Day 13 you’ll fly from Shiraz to Isfahan. In the seventeenth century 

there was a saying along the lines of 'Isfahan is half the world' and when you see the 

beautiful buildings which made Isfahan the zenith of Islamic architecture, it is difficult 

to disagree. Three hundred years later they still retain their perfection. The clarity of 

the mountain air is intense and as the day goes by you can see the blue tiles of the 

famous mosques changing hue by the hour. The Masjed-e Emam could rightly claim 

to be the most magnificent mosque in all of Islam. The thirty-metre tall entrance portal 

is a wonder, the perfection enhanced by two high minarets. The main dome is a 

staggering piece of architecture with, of course, an immense blue-tiled roof. The 

Portal looks out over the Emam Khomeini square. One of the largest in the world it has 

played host to polo games! All around the square is a huge bazaar which is well 

worth exploring - there are many bargains to be had here! We shall also take a look 

at the atmospheric bridges which cross Zayande River and perhaps enjoy a chai in 

one of the many tea houses which are so popular in Persian society. In the evening of 

Day 16 you’ll fly back to Tehran and fly back to the UK/Europe early on Day 17. 

 

  

Call 01298 83563 or visit www.greentours.co.uk for the latest trip report from our tours 

to Southern Iran. If you would like to ask about any other aspect of this holiday, 

please call 01298 83563 or email us at enquiries@greentours.co.uk.  

 

 

To Book a on this Holiday please fill in the booking form which you can download 

from www.greentours.co.uk (also found in the Greentours brochure) and post/fax to 

Greentours, Leigh Cottage, Gauledge Lane, Longnor, Buxton SK17 0PA, UK. Tel/Fax 

+44 (0)1298 83563. After booking your place you’ll receive a confirmation letter and a 

detailed information pack will be dispatched twelve weeks prior to departure. Flower, 

mammal and bird checklists are available. 
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